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10 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 1: Coping with the Pandemic  : Challenges for Local Governments 

Time 06.15 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. (IST) 

Chairperson  
TM Joseph 
Hon. Professor, Prof.BS Bhargava Chair on 
Decentralized Governance and Development , CRM, 
Kottayam & Principal, Mount Carmel College, 
Kothamangalam  Ernakulam 
tmjnirmalacollege@gmail.com 

 

Panelists  
Chongom Aron Aimol 
Assistant Professor  
Department of Political Science 
University of Delhi 
aronch63@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

 
Role of Food Banks and Community Kitchens during and Post-Covid-19 
Crisis: An Alternative Food Security Initiative 

Durga Prasad Chhetri 
Head, Department of Political Science 
School  of Social Sciences, Sikkim Central University, 
Gangtok Sikkim 
dpchettri@cus.ac.in  

28 Years of Decentralization Reforms: Are Indian Local Governments 
Ready for New Localism? 

Gordon Crawford 
Research Professor in Global Development 
Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations 
Coventry University, UK 
ac1221@coventry.ac.uk 

 

 
The Neglect of Local Government in Covid-19 Responses: UK and Ghana 

Smita Agarwal 
Assistant Professor, Department of Political 
Science, University of  Delhi  
smita.agarwal03@gmail.com 

 

Areas of Reforms of the Local Government in the light of Covid -19:  
Rethinking the Working of Panchayats: ACase Study of Bihar 

P.Sakthivel 
Professor, Department. of Political Science and 
Public Admn.Annamalai University 
Annamalai Nagar ,Tamil Nadu 
sakthiraji@rediffmail.com 

 

 
Reserved Village Panchayats in Tamil Nadu :A Gloomy Picture 

Pooja Paswan 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Political Science 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi  
ppaswan@jmi.ac.in  

Assessing the Role of Community Participation in Rural India in Tackling 
the Pandemic 



 

11 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 2: Livelihood Issues and Local Government Responses 

Time  10.00 a.m. to 12.15 p.m (IST) 
Chairperson  
Vijayalakshmi  V 
Joint Editor  
Southern Economist, Bengaluru  
vijilakshmi_v@yahoo.com 

 
 

Panelists  
G Palanithurai 
Former Professor, Rajiv Gandhi Chair for 
Panchayati Raj Studies, Department of Political 
Science & Development Administration, 
Gandhigram Rural Institute –Tamil Nadu 
gpalanithurai@gmail.com  

 
Welfare Local Governments and Responsible Well-Being 

M. Gopinath Reddy  
Professor & Head 
Division for Sustainable Development Studies, Centre 
for Economic and Social Studies (CESS), Begumpet, 
Hyderabad 
mgopinathreddy@gmail.com 

 

 
The  Institution of Village Volunteers in Andhra Pradesh in Containment 
of Corona Virus: An Alternative to Local PRIs 

Ady P. Carrera-Hernandez 
Associate Professor at Centro de 
InvestigacionesEconómicas, 
Administrativas y Sociales (CIECAS) of the Instituto 
Politécnico 
Nacional (IPN), Mexico City 
adymex@yahoo.com acarrera@ipn.mx  

Local Governments Responses and Challenges to the Covid-19 Crisis in 
Latin America 

Prakash Chandra Jha 
Assistant Professor, Political Science  
School of Law , NMIMS, 
Hyderabad 
prakashjnu@gmail.com  

 
The Role of Local Governments in a Post Covid-19 Brazil 

M.Uma Maheswari 
Professor, Department of Politics &Public 
Administration, University of Madras 
ubpol1992@gmail.com 

 

Epidemics, Planning and Cities – Strengthening Health Infrastructure 
and Ensuring Effective Disease Surveillance 

Fumihiko SAITO  
Professor 
Faculty of International Studies 
Ryukoku University, Japan  
saito.fumihiko@office.ryukoku.ac.jp 
   

Which Path to Choose? Local Governments and the Post Covid-19 World 



 

11 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 3:Inclusion , Planning, Service Delivery and Direction in Local Governments 

Time  04.30 p.m. to 6.45 p.m (IST) 
Chairperson 
Rakhi Biswas 
Additional Resident Commissioner 
Tripura Bhawan, Govt. of Tripura 
Guwahati 
biswasrakhi@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
 

Panelists  
Young-hoon AHN 
Chief Director of the Public Policy Future 
Institute of Hansei University inKorea 
easyclara@gmail.com; easyahn@naver.com 
 
 

 
The Experience of Central-Local Relationship Effects in Fighting Against 
the Covid-19 in Korea and Some Suggestions Derived for Furthering 
Decentralization of Asian Countries and Kerala State 

Kevin S. Fridy 
Department of Political Science and 
International Studies, Box 100F 401 W. 
Kennedy Blvd. Tampa, FL 33606-1490 
University of Tampa, USA 
kfridy@ut.edu 
 
 
Julia Ingram 
University of Tampa, USA 
 
 
 
 
Margaret Ariotti 
University of Georgia, USA 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Class and Access to Governance in Burkina Faso 

P.P. Balan 
Former Director of KILA & 
Senior Consultant, MoPR 
Govt. of India, New Delhi 
balanpp@gmail.com 

 

Decentralized Planning towards Convergence and Livelihood: The Case 
of Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) in India 



 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

11 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 3 (Contd..): Inclusion , Planning, Service Delivery and Direction in Local Governments 

Time 04.30 p.m. to 6.45 p.m (IST) 
Panelists 
Anbu Arumugam 
Senior Assistant Professor 
PG & Research Department of Public 
Administration, 
Presidency College, Chennai 
anbumani.a@gmail.com 
  

 
India’s Nudge towards Recentralization during COVID19 

Sabu Thomas 
Assistant Professor in Politics 
Government Brennen College Thalassery, 
Kerala 
savempeny@gmail.com 

 

Is Democracy  Virus Free? Debating Local Democracy and Elections in A 
Masked Society 

Nasir Iqbal  
Dean Faculty of Social Sciences  
Pakistan Institute of Development Economics 
(PIDE) 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
nasir@pide.org.pk 
 

 
 

 
Local Government in the Federal Capital of Pakistan and Public 
Perceptions on Service Delivery 
 
 



  

11 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 4:  COVID-19 and Local Government Responses in India and Bangladesh 

Time 07.00p.m. to 9.30 p.m (IST) 
Chairperson 
Dilip Kumar Pal 
Project Team Leader , Centre for Panchayat 
Raj, National Institute of Rural Development & 
Panchayati Raj (NIRD&PR), Govt. of India, 
Hyderabad 
dkpsrd@gmail.com 

 

Panelists 
Olle Törnquist 
Senior Professor of Political Science & 
Development Research 
University of Oslo, Norway 
olle.tornquist@stv.uio.no 

 

 
MOVING AHED? Problems and Options of Kerala’s Democratic 
Decentralization 
 

Pranab Kumar Panday 
Professor &Former Chair 
Department of Public Administration 
University of Rajshahi 
Bangladesh 
pranabpanday@yahoo.com 

 

 
Role of Local Government Governments during and Post COVID-19 
Pandemic Situation: Bangladesh Experience 

D. Sundar Ram 
Director, Academy of Grassroots Studies  
and Research of India (AGRASRI) 
Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. 
drsundarram@gmail.com 
 
Mrs. D. Sucharitha 
Sr. Asst Director, Academy of Grassroots 
Studies and Research of India (AGRASRI) 
Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. 
dsucharitha850@gmail.com 
 
D. Sai Kumar 
Asst  Director, Academy of Grassroots Studies 
and Research of India (AGRASRI) 
Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh. 
dsaikumar1996@gmail.com 
  

 
 
 
Need for Reformatory Reforms in the Local Government Institutions in 
the Post-COVID-2019 Era: The Case Study of Andhra Pradesh 



11 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 4 (Contd..):COVID-19 and Local Government Responses in India and Bangladesh 

Time 07.00p.m. to 9.30p.m (IST) 
Panelists 
Urvashi Pareek  
Research Scholar, Department of Public Policy, 
Law and Governance, Central University of 
Rajasthan, Ajmer, Rajasthan 
2018phdpplg002@curaj.ac.in 
 
Nagendra Ambedkar Sole 
Professor & Head, Department of Public Policy, 
Law and Governance, Central University of 
Rajasthan, Ajmer, Rajasthan 
 

 

 
 
The role of Local Government in Containing the COVID- 19 Pandemic: 
A Study of Initiatives and Innovations in Rajasthan 
 
 

Jose Sebastian 
Former Faculty Member 
Gulati Institute of Finance & Taxation (GIFT), 
Thiruvananthapuram  
joseban59@gmail.com  

 

 
DecentralizedPeoples  Planning in Kerala: Need and Relevance of 
Critical Evaluation 

Anwesha Chakraborty 
PhD Student 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) 
New Delhi 
 anwesha.chakraborty14@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 
Impact of the Cornona Virus Pandemic on Three Selected 
Neighbourhoods in Kolkata, 2020 

Thomas Demmelhuber 
Professor, Chairholder 
Institute of Political Science, 
Chair of Middle East Politics and Society, 
Kochstraße 4 
91054 Erlangen, Germany 
thomas.demmelhuber@fau.de 

 

 
Decentralization in the Arab World: Authoritarian Upgrading or Local 
Empowerment 



  

  

 

12 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 5: Federalism, Recentralization, Participation and Local Government Response to COVID-19 

Time 10.00 a.m. to 12.15 p.m (IST) 
Chairperson    
Mathew Joseph C. 
Professor  
MMAJ Academy of International Studies, 
Jamia Millia Islamia 
New Delhi  
mathewjosephc@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Panelists 
Deepak Chaudhary 
Ph.D. Scholar 
Central Department of Rural Development 
Tribhuvan University 
Kathmandu, Nepal 
dipak10@gmail.com 

 

Post Covid-19 Local Government under the Federalism in Nepal (Local 
Government’s Experience from Nepal) 
 

Buddhadeb Ghosh 
Researcher and Writer on Social and Political 
Issues,Kolkata. India  
ghosh_buddhadeb@yahoo.co.in 

 

 
 
India’s Local Governments: The Need for Taking the Right Path 

Upendra Singh  
Research Scholar, Annamalai University, Tamil 
Nadu&Technical Adviser 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 
Govt of India, New Delhi 
upendra.akshu@gmail.com 
 
K. Senthil Kumar 
Associate Professor, Department of Politics & 
Public Administration Alagappa University, 
Tamil Nadu 
senhari@rediffmail.com 

 

 
Decentralization:  Civil Service Reforms to Improve the Delivery of 
Health Care Services 
 



  

 

 

  

 

 

12 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 5 (Contd..): Federalism, Recentralization, Participation and Local Government Response to COVID-19  

Time 10.00 a.m. to 12.15 p.m (IST) 
Panelists  
Aparna KU  
Lecturer in Public AdministrationDepartment 
of Political Science 
University of Kerala, Kerala  
aparna9610@ymail.com 
 
Sumesh N 
Lecturer in Public Administration,  Department 
of Political Science, 
University of Kerala, Kerala  

 

 
 
Understanding the Link between Local Administration 
and Local Entrepreneurship 
 

Budh Bahadur Lama 
Assistant Professor, Department of Political 
Science, School of Social Sciences Sikkim 
Central University, Gangtok,  
East Sikkim 
bblama@cus.ac.in  

 

 
Participatory Democracy and Grassroots Governance in India: A 
Conceptual Analysis 

Santwana Pandey 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Political Science 
Guru Ghasidas Central University 
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh 
santwanapandey26@gmail.com 

 

 
Pandemic and Assembly Elections of Bihar State: An Evaluation of Local 
Administration 
 



 

 

12 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 6: Rethinking Decentralization During and After Covid-19 

Time 04.30p.m. to 07.00 p.m (IST) 

Chairperson  

Gilbert Sebastian   
Assistant Professor, Department of 
International Relations, School of Global 
Studies, Central University of Kerala 
Kasaragod, Kerala 
gilbertseb@gmail.com 

 
 

Panelists  
J B Rajan 
Associate Professor 
Kerala Institute of Local Administration 
(KILA), Mulamkunnathukavu P O 
Thrissur, Kerala  
jbrajan@kila.ac.in  

Covid 19 and Role of Local Governments: 
Need for Second Decentralization in India 

Kingsley S. Agomor 
Senior Lecturer &Head of Department of 
Governance and Leadership , Ghana Institute of 
Management and Public Administration 
(GIMPA), Ghana 
kagomor@gimpa.edu.gh 
 

Zechariah Langnel 
Graduate School of Public Administration, 
NIDA,  
Bangkok, Thailand 
angnelzechariah@gmail.com 

 

 
 
Recentralization During Covid-19 and Their Positive and Negative 
Effects 

Dasarath Chetty 
Project Executive at the EThekwini 
Municipality (Durban, South Africa)  & 
Adjunct Professor in Management Studies at 
Durban University of Technology, South Africa  
chettytd@gmail.com 
 

Sheetal Bhoola 
School of Social Sciences 
University of KwaZulu-Natal - UKZN 
 UKZN, Durban, South Africa  
Bhoolas@ukzn.ac.za 
 

 
 

 
 
The Quest for Food Security in the EThekwini Municipality 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

12 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 6 (Contd..): Rethinking Decentralization During and After Covid-19  

Time 04.30p.m. to 07.00 p.m (IST) 
Panelists 
V.Y.Ghorpade 
Vice President,Karnataka Panchayath Raj 
Parishath (KPRP) 
Bangalore, India. 
vyghorpade@gmail.com 
  

 
Challenges Faced by Local GovernmentsPost Covid-19 
 
 

Ramit Basu 
Development Consultant 
Faridabad, Haryana 
ramit4development@gmail.com 

 

 
District Planning during the Covid19 Scenario – An Assessment of 
Possibilities 

C P Vinod 
Chairman 
Local Government Commission 
Govt. of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram   
vinod.vel@gmail.com 

 

 
The ‘New Normal’ and the Politics of Decentralization in India : Insights 
from Kerala  

Biplab Debnath 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Political Science 
Tripura University, Agarthala, Tripura  
biplabdeb@gmail.com 

 

Regional Cooperation Against the COVID-19 Pandemic: The Case of 
South Asia 



 

 

 
12 December 2020 

Panel Discussion 7 : Issues of Leadership, Finance and Decentralization Reforms in the Pandemic Era 
Time 07.10 p.m. to 09.25 p.m (IST) 
Chairperson   
V N Alok  
Associate Professor of Public Finance, Indian 
Institute of Public Administration 
(IIPA), New Delhi 
vnalok@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Panelists  
Shantesh Kumar Singh 
Associate Professor, Department of Political 
Science, Central University of Haryana, 
Mahendergarh, Haryana 
shantesh@cuh.ac.in 

 

 
India’s Rise as a Soft Power in New World Order: Opportunities and 
Challenges 

Kingsley S. Agomor 
Senior Lecturer and Head of Department of 
Governance and Leadership  
Ghana Institute of Management and Public 
Administration (GIMPA), Ghana 
kagomor@gimpa.edu.gh 
 
Sylvia Appianimah 
Master of Public Administration at the Ghana 
Institute of Management and Public 
Administration(GIMPA) Ghana  
sylvia.appianimah@st.gimpa.edu.gh 
  

 
Gender of Leaders and Performance of Local Governments 

Nisha V Nair 
Former Post-Doctoral Fellow, School of 
Gandhian Thought and Development Studies, 
Mahatma Gandhi University Kottayam 
&Assistant Editor, 
 Gandhi Marg, New Delhi  
nishaeconomics@gmail.com 
 

 

 
Merging Plan Grants with Union Finance Commission Grants: Has 
Fiscal Devolution in Kerala Declined in Real Terms? 



 

 

 

 

12 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 7 (Contd..): Issues of Leadership, Finance and Decentralization Reforms in the Pandemic Era 

Time 07.10 p.m. to 09.25 p.m (IST) 
Panelists  
N .Sivanna 
Hon. Professor 
KSRDPR University, Gadag, Karnataka 
sivanna55.n@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Narayana Billava 
Faculty  
Centre for Multi-disciplinary Development 
Research (CMDR) Dharwad, Karnataka 
n.billava@gmail.com 
 
Nayakara Veeresha 
PhD Fellow & Guest Faculty 
Institute for Social and Economic Change 
(ISEC), & Department of Studies in Law, 
University Law College, Bangalore University, 
Bengaluru, 
veeresha@isec.ac.in 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
COVID-19 and the Role of Local Governments: A Case  of  Karnataka 
 

Alaknanda Shringare 
Assistant Professor 
Department of Political Science 
Goa University, Panaji, Goa  
ashringare@unigoa.ac.in 

 

 
Centralized Response COVID-19: Closing Democratic Space 

Joseph Ayee 
Professor 
Department of Political Science 
University of Ghana 
Legon, Ghana &  Former Deputy Vice 
Chancellor, UKZN, South Africa 
jraayee@yahoo.com; jraayee@gmail.com 

 

 
Reconstructing Decentralization in the Post Covid-19 Period in Ghana: 
Lessons for the African Continent 



 

13 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 8: Institutions, Ideas and Models for Coping with Disasters 

Time 04.30 p.m. to 6.45 p.m (IST) 

Chairperson   

Likha Kiran Kabak 
Senior Faculty, State Institute of Rural 
Development & Panchayati Raj   
Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh 
likhakirank@yahoo.co.in 

 
 

Panelists   

Kathyayini Chamaraj 
Executive Trustee 
CIVIC Bangalore, Bengaluru 
kchamaraj@gmail.com 

 

Setting up of Ward Disaster Management Cells (WDMCs) in all wards of BBMP as a 
result of CIVIC’s appeal to the Karnataka High Court 
Under the theme of “Local government capacitation for more effective functioning in 
crises” 

Asha Buch 
Retired Bilingual Teacher (U.K.) 
Social Worker (India) 
71abuch@gmail.com  

 
Ideas on and Models of Decentralization 
 

Hellmut Wollmann 
Professor 
Humboldt University of Berlin  
Germany 
h0598bce@rz.hu-berlin.de 

 

Institutional Development of Sub National Government Levels  in 
(Western and Central Eastern) European Countries between 
Decentralization and (Re-)cntralization 

Sisa Sivadasan 
Assistant Professor 
 Department Of Political Science 
 PM Govt: College Chalakudy 
sisaary@gmail.com  

 
Governance for Health: The Concept of Subsidiarity and Role of Local 
Self Governments In Kerala’s Health Governance. 

Tabang Mibang 
TabangMibang, Assistant professor, 
Department of Political Science, Rajiv Gandhi 
University, Papumpare,  Arunachal Pradesh. 
tabang.mibang@rgu.ac.in  

Indigenous Institutions, Community Participation and Pandemic 
Management: A Study of the Kebang of the Adis of Arunachal Pradesh 

M.Yousuf 
Chetlat Island, Former Vice President cum- 
Counsellor, Lakshadweep District Panchayat, 
Lakshadweep Island.  
habeebmarley@gmail.com  

Participatory Local Governance and Covid Surveillance in the Chetlat 
Island, Lakshadweep, India 



  

  

13 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 9: Gandhian Insights, Resilience and Decentralization Initiatives 

Time 07.00 p.m. to 09.15 p.m (IST) 
Chairperson   

Farooq Ahmad Waza  
Lecturer, Govt. College for Women 
Kupwara, Kashmir 
farooq.plsc@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Panelists    

Soumalya Ghosh  
Assistant Professor, Department of Political 
Science, S.R. Fatepuria College & Research 
Scholar, Department of Political Science, 
University of North Bengal 
soumalyaghoshcsc@gmail.com 

 

 
COVID-19 & Making the ‘Self’ of Local Self Government a Reality in 
India: A Gandhian Perspective 
 

Irina Busygina 
Professor of Comparative Politics 
National Research University "Higher School of 
Economics", Saint Petersburg, Russia, 
ira.busygina@gmail.com  

 
Does COVID-19 Pandemic Provide Incentives for Decentralization in 
Russia? 
 

Arun K.V 
Assistant Professor , PG& Research 
Department of Political Science, Sree Kerala 
Varma College Thrissur, Kerala  
arun.kv.karippal@gmail.com  

 
COVID-19 and Local Governments: Resurgence of Gandhian Principles 
for Sustainable Future 

Lavanya Suresh 
Assistant Professor, Department of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, Birla Institute of 
Technology &Science, Pilani, Hyderabad  
lavanya@hyderabad.bits-pilani.ac.in   

 
Social Resilience: The Role of Local Institutions in Addressing 
Vulnerabilityin Times of Crisis in the Context of the COVID Pandemic 

Sonali Singh 
Professor, Department of Political Science 
Faculty of Social Sciences, BHU, Varanasi 
sonalisingh_1@rediffmail.com 

 

 
Role of Urban Local Government in Managing Covid-19 Crisis: A Case 
Study of Varanasi Municipal Corporation 

Jos Chathukulam 
Former Professor, Ramakrishna Hegde 
Chair,ISEC, Bengaluru &Director, Centre for 
Rural Management (CRM), Kottayam 

 

Local Self Governance of Nuba Peoples in the NubaMountains ,South 
Kordofan, Sudan  



 

 

14 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 10: Politics, Women’s Lives  and Community-Based Initiatives 

Time 04.00 p.m. to 06.00 p.m (IST) 
Chairperson  
Santwana Pandey 
Assistant Professor, Department of Political 
Science, Guru Ghasidas Central University, 
Bilaspur, 
Chhattisgarhsantwanapandey26@gmail.com 

 

Panelists   

D Jeevan Kumar       
Hon. Professor 
Karnataka State Rural Development & 
Panchayat Raj University, 
Gadag  jeeves0607@yahoo.com                            
  

Rural Local Bodies and Community-Based Disaster Management 

Gz. MeeNilankco Theiventhran 
Research Fellow, Faculty of Engineering and 
Science, Western Norway University of Applied 
Sciences, Norway  
mthe@hvl.no 

 

Quarantining Local Democracy: Pandemic Politics in Post-War Sri 
Lanka 

Sunil Kumar K 
Assistant Professor, PG and Research 
Department of Political Science, Sree Kerala 
Varma College, Thrissur, Kerala 
irsunil@gmail.com 

 

Intervention of Public Health and the Constitutional Mandate of Local 
Self Governance: A Discourse on the Spread of Covid 19 Pandemic 

P C Prasanna Kumar 
Associate Professor, Department of 
International Relations&Politics, Central 
University  of Kerala, Kasaragod 
drpcpkumar@gmail.com 

 

Decentralized Governance in Kerala:  An Evaluation of Devolution of 
Powers and Finance to the Local Self  Governments 

Bidyut Mohanty 
Head ,Women’s Studies  
Institute of Social Sciences (ISS),  
New Delhi  
bidyutmohanty@issin.org 

 

Impact of Covd-19 on Women’s Life and Livelihood: 
Does Ecological Economy Open a Pathway to Women’s Agency: 
And Role of Women in Panchayats 



 

 

14 December 2020 
Panel Discussion 11: Local Government Response to COVID-19  in Indian States 

Time 06.10 p.m. to 07.45 p.m (IST) 
Chairperson 
Jayaprasad K  
Professor & Head 
Department of International Relations 
School of Global Studies, Central University of 
Kerala, Kasaragod, Kerala  
kjayaprasad60@gmail.com  

 

Panelists   

 K Gireesan 
Associate Professor and Head, Centre for 
Policy and Action Research, Rajiv Gandhi 
National Institute of Youth Development 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports Govt. of 
India, Sriperumbudur, Kancheepuram, Tamil 
Nadu  
gireesan.decentralisation@gmail.com 

 

Need for Thrust on Nutrition-Sensitive Agriculture in the Post COVID-
19 Scenario :Reimagining the Role of Local Governments in India 
 

Bishnu Prasad Mohapatra 
Assistant Professor, Centre for Economic and 
Social Studies (CESS)  
Begumpet, Hyderabad 
bishnuprasad_123@yahoo.com, 
bishnuprasad1974@gmail.com  

Role of Panchayati Raj Institutions in Managing Covid-19 Pandemic 
in Odisha-Initiatives, Bottlenecks and Impacts 

Seema Fernandes 
Assistant Director 
Goa Institute of Public Administration and 
Rural Development 
Ela Farm, Old Goa 
sferns16@rediffmail.com 

 

Role of Local Governments in the Light of COVID –19: Experiences 
from Goa 

Gadde Omprasad  
Assistant Professor 
Department of Political Science 
Sikkim University 
Tadong, Gangtok 
opgadde@cus.ac.in 

 

Covid 19: A Boon or Bane for Ecotourism in Sikkim? 
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Way Forward 
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Central University of Kerala, Kerala, India

The Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, 
came into being in 2009. The university is 
located at Periya in Kasar
northernmost district of Kerala. In terms of 
faculty and students, it is a microcosm of the 
nation. There are 27 teaching departments in 
the University. The Department of 
International Relations, based in the School of 
Global Studies, was started in 2012
Masters and Doctoral Studies in International 
Relations and Political Science. The university 
is poised to emerge as the foremost centre for 
post-graduate studies in Kerala, and one of the 
leading institutions in South India in the 
foreseeable future.   

Central University of Kerala, Tejaswini Hills 
Periye P. O, Kasaragod, Kerala, India – 671316
Ph: 04672309495 
E-Mail – registrar@cukerala.ac.in 
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Centre for Rural Management 
 
The Centre for Rural Management is an autonomous 
multifaceted research organisation located in Kottayam, Kerala.  
Established in 1990 under the Charitable Societies Act, the 
Centre has been concentrating on research, project evaluation, 
training, consultancy and social action. The Centre has been 
assigned projects by Ford Foundation, Institute of Development 
Studies (Sussex, U.K), Department of Planning (Lakshadweep 
Administration), Government of Kerala, Ministry of Rural 
Development, Ministry of Panchayati Raj (Govt. of India), Rajiv 
Gandhi Foundation, India Eco Development Project
Tiger Reserve, Swiss Development Agency and Arghyam among 
others. The Centre has published a number of manuscripts, 
books & articles. A Board of Directors represen
academic and activist streams manages the Centre. CRM works 
jointly with other think tanks and civil society groups as well as 
universities, research institutions and Local Governments. The 
Centre for Rural Management is going to launch a monthly
online (Malayalam & English) journal 
Governance on 26 January 2021
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